Worship for the Lord’s Day
* Denotes all may stand if possible

Greetings & Announcements
Refrain: God is good / All the time / All the time / God is good
Prelude – Lift Up Your Heads arranged by David Paxton
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Reading – Hebrews 10:5–10
*Call to Worship
When will God’s promise be fulfilled?
The days are surely coming.
When will we be saved?
The days are surely coming.
How will we know the signs to take place?
The days are surely coming when a branch from David shall come forth to
execute justice and righteousness in the land.
What shall it be called?
The Lord is our righteousness.
*Hymn (on screen) – Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Lighting of the Advent Candle
The world says, “All is lost.”
God says, “All is loved.”
The darkness says, “The light is dying.”
The light says, “The fire is catching.”
Fear says, “Cover your eyes and your ears.”
Hope says, “Wait, watch, and listen.”
Unison Prayer:
Restore us, O God of hosts. Let your face shine, that we may be saved. Save us, O
Lord, from traps of our own creating: from fear that blocks the way of love, from
worry that blocks the way of joy, from isolation that blocks the way of relationship,
from structural injustices that keep the world bound. Forgive us, O God of hosts,
until the stars fall from heaven and we live as people transformed. Amen.

*Response (here & on screen) – Good Christian Friends, Rejoice, v. 2
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!
*Passing of the Peace:
Leader: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People: And also with you.
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
Minute for Mission – Ethiopia
Word in Music – Sing, Joyous Bird by Montague F. Phillips

Andrew Withington

Scripture Reading -- Luke 1:39–55
Sermon – Boundless Hope
*Song of Praise (on screen) – Prepare the Way by Darrell Evans and Eric Nuzum
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer (“Forgive us our sins”)
Presentation of Offerings and Dedication of Estimate of Giving Cards
Invitation to the Offering
Offertory – Longing for Messiah by Mark Hayes
*Doxology, Hymn #592
*Prayer of Dedication
SENDING
*Hymn (on screen) – Prepare the Way, O Zion
Postlude – Voluntary by John Stanley
*Charge and Benediction
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*Benediction Response (here and on screen) -- Go, Tell It on the Mountain, v. 1
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hill and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!
While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.

1st Sunday of Advent - Hope

WORSHIP NOTES
Worship Reminders: Due to the current high rate of new cases of COVID in
Lawrence County, the Session passed the following mask guideline: "For the safety
and welfare of our congregants we highly recommend the wearing of masks by all
persons.” The Session is utilizing CDC guidelines and state mandates. Seating
remains arranged to ensure social distancing. Hand sanitizer is available.
Children’s Advent Bulletins for ages 3-6 & 7-12 are located at the ramp door.
Greeting you this morning are Kay Seamans and Joan Dawson.
Children’s Church is not meeting this morning as many of our families and
teachers are traveling for the Thanksgiving holiday.

NOVEMBER MISSION FOCUS:
Ethiopia with Sharon Kandel
Sharon Kandel, regional liaison for the Horn of Africa, facilitates support for the
relationships, programs and activities of PC(USA) partners in Ethiopia, Sudan and
South Sudan. She also mentors and encourages PC(USA) mission personnel and
helps connect partner churches with PC(USA) congregations that want to be involved
in partnerships in the region. This work includes helping to facilitate and develop
these partnerships with the goal of fostering faithfulness, mutuality and effectiveness.
Sharon also advises and resources the staffs of the Presbyterian Church of South
Sudan’s education, finance and administration departments, which support the South
Sudan Education and Peacebuilding Project. Please pray for this ministry.
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HELP NEEDED: We need people to assist Marilyn Reeher in our nursery. Please
consider serving the children and their families in this significant manner. Stop by
the nursery to see the calendar and available dates. Thank you.

CHURCH CALENDAR
SUNDAY, November 28, 2021 – 1st Sunday of Advent
9am
Men’s Bible Class on the Book of John, Room 214 - in person
9am
SALT Class: meets both in-person and by ZOOM
Contact Jim Hines: 724-699-4056 or jhines55@hotmail.com
9:30am Confirmation Class (balcony, #306)
10:30am WORSHIP here at New Wilmington Presbyterian Church or via
LiveStream at livestream.com/nwpresby or Titan radio, at 88.9 FM

No SHYG meeting tonight
TUESDAY, 11-30
5:30pm Nominating Committee, Room 206
5:30pm Joybells Handbell Choir rehearsal, sanctuary
7pm
Carillon Handbell Choir rehearsal, sanctuary
7pm
AA Meeting, Room 214 - in person
WEDNESDAY, December 1, 2021
6pm
JHYG meeting, Youth Room
7pm
Deacons, Room 214
7pm
Trustees, sanctuary
THURSDAY, 12-2
6pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
SATURDAY, 12-4
9am
Adult Bible Study, Room 214 - in person
5pm
“Young Adult” Christmas Gathering, Social Hall (See announcement)
SUNDAY, December 5, 2021 – 2nd Sunday of Advent, Communion
9am
Men’s Bible Class on the Book of John, Room 214 - in person
9am
SALT Class: meets both in-person and by ZOOM
Contact Jim Hines: 724-699-4056 or jhines55@hotmail.com
9:30am Rev. Brad Walters facilitating “Hidden Christmas: The Surprising Truth
Behind the Birth of Christ” - in-person / via Zoom, brad.walters415@gmail.com
9:30am Sunday Morning Classes for children & Confirmation Class (balcony, #306)
10:30am WORSHIP here at New Wilmington Presbyterian Church or via
6pm

LiveStream at livestream.com/nwpresby or Titan radio, at 88.9 FM
SHYG meeting, Youth Room

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Advent begins Today:
Setting aside time to sit quietly with God and pray is an ideal way
to prepare ourselves to welcome Jesus at Christmas. There are
different Advent booklets from which to choose in the entryways:
Heading to the Manger-Advent Meditations from Great Christian Writers of the Past
Like the shepherds before us, all of us are heading to the manger during the season
of Advent, but we are not making this journey alone. We have the voices of many
of the faithful followers of Christ ringing in our ears–Martin Luther, Charles
Spurgeon, Thomas a Kempis, John Calving and others, as they reflect on the
miracle of Christmas.
Let the Heavens Be Glad – inspiration from Henri J.M. Nouwen Each day of Advent, a
scripture verse, a select reading of Nouwen’s writing, an original reflection based on
that excerpt and a short prayer are presented. Through his many writings, Henri
Nouwen carves a path for us to follow as we gladly celebrate with all the ranks of
heaven our newborn King’s arrival to save us from sin and death.
A Season for Singing, devotions for Advent by Dr. Mary Manz Simon Devotional
messages centered around the songs of Christmas, reminding us that we can receive
and share with others the most wonderful present-the gift of God’s own Son.
An Advent Alphabet, from Frontier Fellowship
Frontier Fellowship connects followers of Jesus to engage the world’s least reached
peoples and places with the Good News of His Kingdom. To download the digital
version or to receive daily readings in your inbox visit frontierfellowship.com
Come To Bethlehem And Be Nourished-Advent’s hunger gives way to Christmas
fulfillment. This is Presbyterians Today’s Advent and Christmas Devotional to read online
at PCUSA.org/2021advent. This devotional includes the baking of bread, (or a loaf from
local grocery store) as you are fed by scripture and the life-giving words of Jesus, the
“bread from Heaven” being nourished to do the work he began, bringing hope for all.

The Discipleship Steering Committee found a 15-day devotional book,
COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS, that families with children will love! Simple
devotions accompany the addition of one piece of your nativity set each day. Even the
littlest of helpers can start to understand the nativity and the Christmas story. If you
don’t have a nativity set, we have a couple of options for you. Contact Sara Arblaster
(724-290-0580) or Linda Black at NWPC (724-946-3541) for these options. You can
pick up a copy of the COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS devotional in the Ligo Room.

ANNOUNCEMENTS continued,
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The Mission Committee designated the 2021 Thank Offering for the
resettlement of Afghan refugees in the United States. Though received last
Sunday, it is not too late to contribute. Thank Offering envelopes are on tables in the
entryways. If worshiping from home and mailing a check, indicate on the memo line,
“Thank Offering”. To give on-line use the local needs account and write a note that it
is for the Thank Offering. Thank you.

Christmas: It’s usually a joyful season, a reason to give gifts of love, as
well as an opportunity to remember those less fortunate as we celebrate
God’s generosity. But for one who has suffered a loss - be it health, the
death of a loved one, a broken relationship, job related or otherwise joy may seem nonexistent or elusive. This may be the year to try a
different celebration. Rather than suppress feelings of loss or sadness, you might use
this season of gathering with family and friends to honestly express particular
struggles. Theologian Henri Nouwen, who had several periods of depression in his
life, offers this wisdom, “The only feelings that do not heal are the ones we hide.”
As we move toward Christmas celebrations, be kind to yourself and ponder how this
advice may be applied in your own life. If you are unable to feel the “joyful” part of
the Christmas season, join us for a time of hope and healing at the Blue
Christmas service next Sunday, December 5 at 6pm.

New Sunday School Series: “Hidden Christmas: The
Surprising Truth Behind the Birth of Christ” Even people who
are not practicing Christians think they are familiar with the story of
the nativity. Every Christmas, displays of Baby Jesus resting in a
manger decorate lawns and churchyards, and songs about shepherds
and angels fill the air. Yet despite the abundance of these Christian
references in popular culture, how many of us have examined the
hard edges of this biblical story?
In “Hidden Christmas" Timothy Keller takes readers on an illuminating journey into
the surprising background of the nativity. By understanding the message of hope and
salvation within the Bible’s account of Jesus’ birth, readers will experience the
redeeming power of God’s grace in a deeper and more meaningful way.
Beginning December 5, Sunday mornings 9:30-10:15 am you are invited to
participate in-person downstairs in the Lillian Martin Room, or via ZOOM, as Rev.
Brad Walters facilitates the discussion. Participants are encouraged to purchase and
begin reading the book prior to the first class.

Join NWPC “Young” Adults for an evening of Christmas Cheer!
We will be gathering on Saturday, December 4th at 5pm
in the Social Hall for fun and fellowship!
Bring a Christmas ornament (old, new, one you no longer want, homemade whatever you prefer) for a fun exchange. We hope to see you there!

For those choosing to participate remotely via ZOOM:
1. Download the Zoom application to your computer, tablet or smartphone.
2. Request a password from Brad Walters via email, brad.walters415@gmail.com
3. A few minutes before 9:30am, use the password to log in to the Zoom meeting.
If all this seems a bit much, you can also listen to the classes later through YouTube
by typing “Brad Walters NWPC” into the search bar.

We have received many 2022 Estimates of Giving cards! Thank you! In
pledging your estimates we are better able to create a budget for the new year that
reflects the mission of our church. For those still wanting to return their cards. please
1) send it the mail soon; or, 2) email treasurer Kim Romig (kim@nwpresby.org), with
your estimated amount for the new year, or 3) place your Estimate of Giving card in
the offering basket today. Cards are available in the entryways. Again, thank you.

Ramsey+ Financial Peace for NWPC: Every family can experience a life free
from money stress if they have the right plan and tools, so we invested in Ramsey+
for NWPC and have made it available for free! Don’t miss this opportunity. Go to
our website, nwpresby.org; the link under the Ministries section on the toolbar.

Online Giving: To donate a one-time gift/setup recurring payments, visit nwpresby.org/give.
The Instructions link is under the Give tab. Or, email our treasurer, Kim Romig
(kim@nwpresby.org) about Bill Pay. If you/someone you know in our NWPC family needs
assistance, please contact Rev. Camlin: matt@nwpresby.org or 724-747-7422

CHURCH OFFICERS
(Note: date indicates term concludes 12-31 of the year listed.)

ELDERS
Class of 2021

Mark Arblaster
Joan Dawson
Diane George
Janet Smith
Judy Veon

Class of 2022

Bob Craig
Diana Reed
Kim Romig
Bev Shelenberger

Class of 2023

Randy Brown
Kristen Phillips
Jamey Shaffer
Karen Wallace
Andrew Withington

DEACONS
Class of 2021

Betsy Boyd, Treasurer
Warren Hickman
Sandy Johnston,

Class of 2022

Sue Anne Fairman
Don Shelenberger
Cathy Smith

Class of 2023

Sara Arblaster, Secretary
Marcia Curry
Mary Cooley James

Vice Moderator

Sharon Meyer
Christine Parish
Class of 2021

Carol Aiken
Will Parish
Jack Reed
Ken Romig, Secretary
2021 – Kurt Crytzer

Jill M. Wilson

Janine Stuart

Frasier Zahniser, Moderator
TRUSTEES
Class of 2022

John Kehoe
Jim Krawchyk
Angelo Pisano
Buddy Stuart
AUDITORS
2022 – Ann Karimi

Please complete the form below and return with payment in the
offering plate, bring or mail it to the church office. Please put it in
an envelope and mark it “flowers”.
The deadline for ordering poinsettias is Monday, November 29th

Please order __________ poinsettias at $11 each. Total = $______________
Request placed by _____________________________________ Phone: __________________
Print dedication in the bulletin as follows:
1. In memory of _______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Given by ____________________________________________________________________
2. In memory of _______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Given by ____________________________________________________________________
3. In memory of _______________________________________________________________

Class of 2023
Bob Devido, Vice President
Doug Hanna, President

____________________________________________________________________________

Clarence Harms
Dave Mistretta

1. In honor of ________________________________________________________________

2023 – Bob Latta

The Nominating Committee is busy working and asks that you pray for them and
for those they are contacting to serve as church officers. Committee members are
Judy Veon and Joan Dawson (Elder Co-Chairs), Mary James (Deacons), Buddy Stuart
(Trustees), Judy Book and Jill Mohr (Members-at-large), Molly Mistretta (Divine
Encounter Steering Committee) and Jessica Shelenberger (Discipleship Steering
Committee). The committee meets on Tuesday evenings at 5:30pm.
On-line Form Now Available: The Nominating Committee Suggestion Form
for church officers can now be completed and submitted on-line. The link to the
form is: nwpresby.org/nomination

Given by ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
Given by ____________________________________________________________________
2. In honor of ________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Given by ____________________________________________________________________
3. In honor of ________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Given by ____________________________________________________________________
Poinsettias should be picked up after the service on Christmas Eve.

Thank you for helping to make our Advent worship

Suggestions for Nominees

From the Presbyterian Book of Order:

Your Nominating Committee welcomes your suggestions of
those active members of our congregation, including yourself,
who might serve as Elder, Deacon or Trustee. On the reverse
side of this form you will find a brief explanation of the role of
these church officers.

G-2.0201 Deacons defined:
The ministry of deacons as set forth in Scripture is one of
compassion, witness, and service, sharing in the redeeming love
of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the
friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or
structures or anyone in distress. Persons of spiritual character,
honest repute, exemplary lives, brotherly and sisterly love, sincere
compassion, and sound judgment should be chosen for this
ministry.

“To those called to exercise special functions in the
church, God gives suitable gifts for their various duties. In
addition to possessing the necessary gifts and abilities,
natural and acquired, those who undertake particular
ministries should be persons of strong faith, dedicated
discipleship, and love of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.
Their manner of life should be a demonstration of the
Christian gospel in the church and in the world. They must
have the approval of God’s people and the concurring
judgment of a governing body of the church.”
Presbyterian Book of Order

Please offer your suggestion(s) for potential nominees,
including yourself, on the form below. Place this form in an
offering basket or take/mail to the Church Office.
Thank you.

Overview of Trustees:
The ministry of trustees is to serve as stewards of the
congregation’s facility and resources, ensuring that a church
building intended for worship, education and fellowship works for
the congregation and not against it. Trustees coordinate with staff
members in overseeing all levels of maintenance. They also
provide leadership to the congregation in the form of long-range
facility, capital campaign, and resource management planning.
While not ordained like Elders and Deacons, the role of the
Trustee is vital to the congregation’s ministry and mission.

Suggested name: __________________________________
Suggested for (CIRCLE ONE):
DEACON
ELDER

Section G-2.0301 Ruling Elder defined:
As there were in Old Testament times elders for the government
of the people, so the New Testament church provided persons
with particular gifts to share in discernment of God’s Spirit and
governance of God’s people. Accordingly, congregations should
elect persons of wisdom and maturity of faith, having
demonstrated skills in leadership and being compassionate in
spirit. Ruling elders are so named …because they are chosen by
the congregation to discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of
God, and to strengthen and nurture its faith and life.

TRUSTEE

Reason for suggesting this person to the committee:

Your name (optional): _______________________________




