Worship for the Lord’s Day
* Denotes all may stand if possible

Greetings & Announcements
Refrain: God is good / All the time / All the time / God is good
Prelude – Back to Bethlehem arranged by Marilynn Ham
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Reading – Luke 3:1–6
*Call to Worship
A voice cries, “Prepare the way of the Lord.”
Lift every valley; lift every voice.
Prepare the way of the Lord.
And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God.
*Hymn (on screen) – Prepare the Way, O Zion
Lighting of the Advent Candle
Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, Rejoice.”
The world says, “Worry,”
and we say, “Rejoice.”
The news says, “Fear,”
and we say, “Rejoice.”
The world says, “Be happy,”
and the church says, “Be faithful.”
Unison Prayer:
Merciful God, you love justice; why, then, do we persist in wrongdoing and
every form of evil? You have given us the gift of your Spirit; why, then, do
we quench the Spirit among us? You have given us the words of the
prophets and the Word himself; why, then, do we despise and ignore what
we have heard from you? You have sent the light into the world; why, then,
have we loved darkness rather than light? Forgive us. Restore us. Till and
tend us as your garden until righteousness and praise spring up, for the sake
of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

*Response (here & on screen) – What Child Is This, verse 3
So bring him incense, gold and myrrh; come, one and all, to own him.
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high. The virgin sings her lullaby.
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary!
*Passing of the Peace:
Leader: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People: And also with you.
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
Word in Music –
Chancel Choir
Our Joy and Hearts' Delight arranged by Benjamin Harlan
Now let us sing of Jesus and think what brought Him here;
for clad in human plain-ness, God's only Son drew near.
He came to us in shadow to bring the world His light;
all through the year 'til Christmas, He is our hearts' delight.
For He is our joy and our hearts' delight on this wondrous day,
on this sparkling night;
for He wins our love and commands our praise,
for with ev'ry glance at Jesus, we see the Father's face.
Now let us sing of Jesus, the Man who once was Boy,
the One who gives us peace that nothing can destroy.
He came to conquer evil, to make all wrong things right;
all through the year 'til Christmas, He is our hearts' delight.

Scripture Reading -- Philippians 1:3–11
Sermon – Boundless Joy

The Rev. Dr. Matthew L. Camlin

*Song of Praise (on screen) – All is Well by Wayne Kirkpatrick and Michael W. Smith
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer (“Forgive us our sins”)

Service continued,

Presentation of Offerings
Invitation to the Offering
Offertory – In Dulci Jubilo, a duet arranged by Judy Nish

December 5, 2021
3rd Sunday of Advent – Joy

(14th century German carol; title translated from Latin means “in sweet rejoicing”)
Mary Boyd and Tawnee Hunter

*Doxology, Hymn #592
*Prayer of Dedication
SENDING
*Hymn (on screen) – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verses 1, 6, and 7)
Postlude – A Joyous Acclamation by Gerald Peterson
*Charge and Benediction
*Benediction Response (here and on screen) -- Go, Tell It on the Mountain, v. 3
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hill and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!
Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.
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WORSHIP NOTES
Worship Reminders: Due to the current high rate of new cases of COVID in
Lawrence County, the Session passed the following mask guideline: "For the
safety and welfare of our congregants we highly recommend the wearing of masks
by all persons.” The Session is utilizing CDC guidelines and state mandates.
Seating remains arranged to ensure social distancing. Hand sanitizer is available.

The Session has called a Congregational Meeting following worship
today, to take place in-person, in the sanctuary for the purposes of
electing church officers for 2022 (on insert), and approving the pastor’s Terms of
Call for 2022. Please plan to attend. A quorum is required.
Serving currently:

CHURCH OFFICERS

Children’s Advent Bulletins for ages 3-6 & 7-12 are located at the ramp door.

(Note: date indicates term concludes 12-31 of the year listed.)

Greeting you this morning are Gary & Kay Taylor.

WC Christmas Vespers, “Many Moods of Christmas”:
Today, 4pm, Orr Auditorium

December Mission Focus: Christmas Joy Offering-December 19

Class of 2021
Mark Arblaster
Joan Dawson
Diane George
Janet Smith
Judy Veon
Class of 2021
Betsy Boyd, Treasurer
Warren Hickman
Sandy Johnston,

ELDERS
Class of 2022
Bob Craig
Diana Reed
Kim Romig, Clerk Pro Tem
Bev Shelenberger

Class of 2023
Randy Brown
Kristen Phillips
Jamey Shaffer
Karen Wallace
Andrew Withington

DEACONS
Class of 2022
Sue Anne Fairman
Don Shelenberger
Cathy Smith

Class of 2023
Sara Arblaster, Secretary
Marcia Curry
Mary Cooley James

Jill M. Wilson

Janine Stuart

Vice Moderator

Sharon Meyer
Christine Parish
Class of 2021
Carol Aiken

Christmas Joy Offering is a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The
Offering distributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of
Pensions and to Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities
of color. Please see today’s insert highlighting this offering.

Will Parish
Jack Reed
Ken Romig, Secretary
2021 – Kurt Crytzer

Frasier Zahniser, Moderator
TRUSTEES
Class of 2022
John Kehoe
Jim Krawchyk
Angelo Pisano
Buddy Stuart
AUDITORS
2022 – Ann Karimi

Class of 2023
Bob Devido,
Vice President
Doug Hanna, President
Clarence Harms
Dave Mistretta

2023 – Bob Latta

CHURCH CALENDAR
SUNDAY, December 12, 2021 – 3rd Sunday of Advent
9am
Men’s Bible Class on the Book of John, Room 214 - in person
9am
SALT Class: meets both in-person and by ZOOM
Contact Jim Hines: 724-699-4056 or jhines55@hotmail.com
9:30am
Rev. Brad Walters facilitating “Hidden Christmas: The Surprising Truth
Behind the Birth of Christ”- in-person / via Zoom, brad.walters415@gmail.com
9:30am
Sunday Morning Classes for children & Confirmation Class (balcony, #306)
10:30am WORSHIP here at New Wilmington Presbyterian Church or via
LiveStream at livestream.com/nwpresby or Titan radio, at 88.9 FM
11:30am Congregational Meeting, here in the Sanctuary See announcement.
5-6pm
Road to Bethlehem, drive-through nativity See announcement.
6pm
SHYG meeting, Youth Room
MONDAY, 12-13, SHYG Pizza Fundraiser - Please find coupon in bulletin
1:45pm SOG Alzheimer’s Association Support Group Meeting, Room 214
TUESDAY, 12-14
5:30pm Joybells Handbell Choir rehearsal, Sanctuary
7pm
Carillon Handbell Choir rehearsal, Sanctuary
7pm
AA Meeting, Room 214 - in person
WEDNESDAY, 12-15
1pm
Staff Meeting, Room 214 - in person
6pm
JHYG meeting, Youth Room
THURSDAY, 12-16
6pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
SATURDAY, 12-18
9am
Adult Bible Study, Room 214 - in person
SUNDAY, December 19, 2021–4th Sunday of Advent, Christmas Joy Offering
9am
Men’s Bible Class on the Book of John, Room 214 - in person
9am
SALT Class: meets both in-person and by ZOOM
Contact Jim Hines: 724-699-4056 or jhines55@hotmail.com
9:30am
Rev. Brad Walters facilitating “Hidden Christmas: The Surprising Truth
Behind the Birth of Christ” - in-person / via Zoom, brad.walters415@gmail.com
9:30am
Sunday Morning Classes for children & Confirmation Class (balcony, #306)
10:30am WORSHIP here at New Wilmington Presbyterian Church or via
LiveStream at livestream.com/nwpresby or Titan radio, at 88.9 FM
5pm
Christmas Celebration Party Thing, Sanctuary and Outside!!
SHYG-attending the Christmas Celebration Party Thing!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Road to Bethlehem is a live, drive-through nativity
experience here in New Wilmington today from 5-6pm. The
journey begins at New Life Baptist Church where you will
receive the directions you need. (See insert.)
The “Christmas Celebration Party Thing” is scheduled for 5pm next
Sunday, December 19th in the sanctuary. We promise it will be a funfilled, meaningful time together! There will be no supper and we ask that
you wear a mask, but there will be a warm fire, hot cocoa, and cookies
outside afterwards.
The Christmas Eve Service will be held in our sanctuary on
December 24th at 7pm. Please remember to wear a mask. We will
have battery-operated candles for all to use for our annual Silent Night
tradition.
New Adult Sunday School Series-“Hidden Christmas: The
Surprising Truth Behind the Birth of Christ” by Timothy
Keller. Even people who are not practicing Christians think they
are familiar with the story of the nativity. Every Christmas,
displays of Baby Jesus resting in a manger decorate lawns and
churchyards, and songs about shepherds and angels fill the air. Yet
despite the abundance of these Christian references in popular
culture, how many of us have examined the hard edges of this
biblical story? In “Hidden Christmas" the author takes readers on an illuminating
journey into the surprising background of the nativity. By understanding the message
of hope and salvation within the Bible’s account of Jesus’ birth, readers will
experience the redeeming power of God’s grace in a deeper and more meaningful
way. Participate in-person, 9:30-10:15am, downstairs in the Lillian Martin Room, or
via ZOOM. Participants are encouraged to purchase the book.
For those choosing to participate remotely via ZOOM:
1. Download the Zoom application to your computer, tablet or smartphone.
2. Request a password from Brad Walters via email, brad.walters415@gmail.com
3. A few minutes before 9:30am, use the password to log in to the Zoom meeting.
If all this seems a bit much, you can also listen to the classes later through YouTube
by typing “Brad Walters NWPC” into the search bar.

Free Advent Devotionals:
Setting aside time to sit quietly with God and pray is an ideal way
to prepare ourselves to welcome Jesus at Christmas. There are
different Advent booklets from which to choose in the entryways:
Heading to the Manger-Advent Meditations from Great Christian Writers of the Past
Like the shepherds before us, all of us are heading to the manger during the season
of Advent, but we are not making this journey alone. We have the voices of many
of the faithful followers of Christ ringing in our ears–Martin Luther, Charles
Spurgeon, Thomas a Kempis, John Calvin and others, as they reflect on the miracle
of Christmas.
Let the Heavens Be Glad – inspiration from Henri J.M. Nouwen Each day of Advent, a
scripture verse, a select reading of Nouwen’s writing, an original reflection based on
that excerpt and a short prayer are presented. Through his many writings, Henri
Nouwen carves a path for us to follow as we gladly celebrate with all the ranks of
heaven our newborn King’s arrival to save us from sin and death.
A Season for Singing, devotions for Advent by Dr. Mary Manz Simon Devotional
messages centered around the songs of Christmas, reminding us that we can receive
and share with others the most wonderful present-the gift of God’s own Son.
An Advent Alphabet, from Frontier Fellowship
Frontier Fellowship connects followers of Jesus to engage the world’s least reached
peoples and places with the Good News of His Kingdom. To download the digital
version or to receive daily readings in your inbox visit frontierfellowship.com
Come To Bethlehem And Be Nourished-Advent’s hunger gives way to Christmas
fulfillment. This is Presbyterians Today’s Advent and Christmas Devotional to read online
at PCUSA.org/2021advent. This devotional includes the baking of bread, (or a loaf from
local grocery store) as you are fed by scripture and the life-giving words of Jesus, the
“bread from Heaven” being nourished to do the work he began, bringing hope for all.

The Discipleship Steering Committee found a 15-day devotional book,
COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS, that families with children will love! Simple
devotions accompany the addition of one piece of your nativity set each day. Even
the littlest of helpers can start to understand the nativity and the Christmas story. If
you don’t have a nativity set, we have a couple of options for you. Contact Sara
Arblaster (724-290-0580) or Linda Black at NWPC (724-946-3541) for these options.
You can get a copy of COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS devotional in the Ligo Room.
Please Note: Sunday School and Children’s Church will not meet December 26th or
January 2nd since many of our families and teachers may be traveling for the holidays.

ANNOUNCEMENTS continued,
In an effort to keep the congregation informed, brief overviews will be included in the
Monday Message and bulletin following boards’ stated meetings:
December 1, 2021 -Trustees Meeting Summary
The trustees met on Wednesday, December 1, 2021. The trustees approved the
following:
 Minutes of the November meetings
 The extension of a church use request by the Thursday Club
In addition, the trustees discussed the following:
 It was reported that some radiators aren’t working correctly and a call will be
made to have them repaired.
 The new organ chimes have been installed and the pipes have been repaired.
However, the organ appears to have developed a new problem which appears
to be unrelated to the repairs.
 Battery back-ups were purchased for the phone system and the information
technology equipment.
We have received many 2022 Estimates of Giving cards! Thank you! In
pledging your estimates we are better able to create a budget for the new year that
reflects the mission of our church. For those still wanting to return their cards. please
email treasurer Kim Romig (kim@nwpresby.org), with your estimated amount for the
new year, or place your Estimate of Giving card in the offering basket today. Cards
are available in the entryways. Again, thank you.
Online Giving: To donate a one-time gift/setup recurring payments, visit nwpresby.org/give.
The Instructions link is under the Give tab. Or, email our treasurer, Kim Romig
(kim@nwpresby.org) about Bill Pay. If you/someone you know in our NWPC family needs
assistance, please contact Rev. Camlin: matt@nwpresby.org or 724-747-7422.
Ramsey+ Financial Peace for NWPC: Every family can experience a life free
from money stress if they have the right plan and tools, so we invested in Ramsey+
for NWPC and have made it available for free! Don’t miss this opportunity. Go to
our website, nwpresby.org; the link under the Ministries section on the toolbar.

